
NWA Leadership Academy: 
Communicating the WIC Message in  
the Post Election Environment 
Part 4 of 4: Be a Voice for WIC Series 
November 14, 2012: 3-4pm ET 



www.nwica.org     Community    Leadership Academy 



Type in question, only 
moderator will see 

Click “raise hand” button 
to ask a question.  

HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS 



1. Learn How the Federal Election and 
Executive and Congressional 
Landscapes Affect WIC 

2. Understand Immediate Legislative Policy 
Priorities and Their Relevance to WIC 

3. Learn How to Communicate the WIC 
Message in the Post-Election 
Environment 
     

WEEK 4 OBJECTIVES 



3,373,213 popular margin, 126 electoral vote margin as of 9am 11/14/12 

http://elections.nytimes.com/2012/results/president 

PRESIDENT 

62,351,896 votes 58,978,683 votes 



http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/election-map-2012/senate/ 

SENATE 



http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/election-map-2012/house/ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 



   President Obama has had one of the most 
stable cabinets in history during his first term.  

  
His second term will mark significant 
changes in leadership. 
 

POTENTIAL NEW LEADERSHIP 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/cabinet 



USDA/FNS 

Secretary Vilsack 
• Likely staying, but the length of stay may be 

less than expected now that his wife lost the 
race for an Iowa House Seat 

• Potential replacements include: former 
Senators Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) and Kent 
Conrad (D-ND) and Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) 

Others likely to stay on at FNS 
• Under Secretary Kevin Concannon 
• Deputy Under Secretary Janey Thornton  
• Administrator Audrey Rowe  

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?conte
ntid=bios_vilsack.xml&contentidonly=true 



WIC-RELATED COMMITTEE VACANCIES/SHUFFLING 

Senate Agriculture Committee 
• Vacancies: 2 Democrats, 1 Republican 

 
 

Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
• Vacancies: 1 Democrat as Chair, 1 other Democrat 
• Possible that Sen. Thad Cochran may become ranking member due to term limit as ranking 

member of full appropriations committee  
 
 
 

NOTE: Senate Democrats may demand a two-vote majority on all the committees versus the current one-
vote majority 
 
 

http://blog.nj.com/njv_editorial_page/2009/08/congressional_debate_over_heal.html 

 
House Education and Labor 

Committee 
• Vacancies: 5 Democrats,  

2 Republicans  
 
 

House Agriculture 
Appropriations  

• No election-related changes 
 
      



NO CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP SHUFFLING 

Leadership to Stay On: 
• Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-OH) 
• Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 
• Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
• House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 



NEW MEMBERS 



SENATE – 11 New 
• 8 Democrats,  

3 Republicans 
• 5 women, 7 men 
• 2 minorities 
HOUSE – 81 New* 
• 46 Democrats,  

35 Republicans 
• 19 women, 62 men 
• 19 minorities  

 

DEMOGRAPHICS OF NEW MEMBERS 

*undecided as of 11/13/12 



Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) 
• Former House Member 
• Critical of the Ryan Budget 
• 1ST openly lesbian Member of the 

Senate 
 

NEW SENATE MEMBERS 

Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND) 
•  Centrist Democrat with 2 children 
•  As North Dakota’s Attorney General.  

Lead efforts against tobacco 
companies, efforts to reshape the 
state’s juvenile justice laws, and 
improve the anti-domestic-violence 
system 

 

Senator Mazie Hirono (D-HI)  
• Member of the House with one 

child  
• As a member of the Education 

and Labor Committee, she has 
made early childhood education 
one of her signature issues 

 

Senator Deb Fischer (R-NE) 
• Has 3 children 
• 8 years in Nebraska’s state legislature 

guided by principle that state 
government has four main duties: 
education, infrastructure, public 
safety, and providing a safety net for 
the needy 

•  Spoke out in favor of the Senate’s 
version of the Farm Bill 

•  Says she can work well with both 
parties 

 



Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 
• Harvard Law School Professor 
• Named the chair of the Congressional 

Oversight Panel for the $700 billion 
Troubled Asset Relief Program 

• Assistant to President Obama and 
special advisor to Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner 

• Helped design and launch the 
Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau; Republicans blocked her 
appointment as the first director 

 

NEW SENATE MEMBERS 

Senator Heinrich (D-NM) 
• Member of the House  with 2 

children 
• Strong on science 
• Supported ACA and many of 

President Obama’s other initiatives 
• Endorsed spending cuts in some 

appropriations bills 
 

Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) 
• Former governor of Virginia and 

former DNC chairman with 3 
children 

• Had some successes working with 
a Republican-controlled legislature  

 

Senator Donnelly (D-IN) 
• Fiscally conservative “Blue Dog 

Coalition” Democratic Member of the 
House with a moderate voting record 
and two children 

• Focused on veterans’ issues  
 

http://www.nationaljournal.com/congress-legacy/the-
new-faces-of-the-113th-congress-20121105 



Senator Angus King (I-ME) 
• Former governor of Maine with 5 

children 
• Originally a democrat, he ran a non-

partisan campaign and sees himself 
as a true independent: “My desire is 
to be as independent as I can be, as 
long as I can be, subject to being 
effective” 

 

NEW SENATE MEMBERS 

Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) 
• Fiscal conservative with 5 children 
• Member of the House who was a 

leading opponent of earmarking, 
voted against the 2001 No Child Left 
Behind education overhaul and the 
2003 law extending benefits under 
Medicare for prescription drugs  

 

Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) 
• Tea Party Republican with two 

children 
• Served as associate deputy 

general at the Justice Department 
and then as director of the Office 
of Policy Planning for the Federal 
Trade Commission during the Bush 
Administration 

 

Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)  
• Member of the House aligning with 

senior leaders of the Democratic 
Caucus with one child 

• Strong advocate of “buy American” 
and government transparency  

 

http://www.nationaljournal.com/congress-legacy/the-
new-faces-of-the-113th-congress-20121105 



NEW HOUSE MEMBERS 

http://www.nationaljournal.com/congress-legacy/the-new-faces-of-the-113th-congress-20121105 

Ann Kirkpatrick (D), 
Arizona 
 

Kyrsten Sinema (D) 
Arizona 
 

Julia Brownley (D) 
California 

Gloria Negrete 
McLeod (D) - 
California 

Elizabeth Esty 
(D), Connecticut 

Lois Frankel (D), 
Florida 

Tulsi Gabbard 
(D), Hawaii 

Cheri Bustos (D), 
Illinois 

Tammy 
Duckworth (D), 
Illinois 

Susan W. Brooks 
(R), Indiana 

Jackie Walorski 
(R), Indiana 

Ann Wagner 
(R), Missouri 

Ann McLane 
Kuster (D), New 
Hampshire 

Carol Shea-
Porter (D), New 
Hampshire 

Michelle Lujan 
Grisham (D), 
New Mexico 

Grace Meng (D), 
New York 

Dina Titus (D), 
Nevada 

Joyce Beatty 
(D), Ohio 

Joyce Beatty 
(D), Ohio 



http://www.weareultraviolet.org/ 

WOMEN IN CONGRESS 

20% 
Women 

80% 
Men 

19% 
Women 

81% 
Men 

Senate House 

(20 Women, 80 Men) (81 Women, 354 Men*) 
*Few races still undecided 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/00000.html 

50.8% 
Women 

49.2% 
Men 

U.S. Population 



 
IF ALL THE FISCAL TIGHTENING OCCURS:  
 
• Real (inflation-adjusted) GDP will drop by 

0.5% in 2013 (1/4th quarter 2012 – 1/4th 
quarter 2013); 

 
• Employment will decline, the unemployment 

rate will rise to 9.1% in the fourth quarter of 
2013. 

CBO PROJECTIONS OF 2013 FISCAL TIGHTENING 



Eliminating Sequestration: 
 

Extending all expiring tax 
provisions: 

 
Making both changes: 

 
Extending all expiring tax 

provisions, except on 
income above $250K for 

couples and $200K for 
singles: 

CBO PROJECTIONS OF 2013 FISCAL TIGHTENING 

Boost 
 Economy 





Executive 
• President Barack Obama 
• Vice-President Joe Biden 

 
Congressional 
• Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid –

Obama’s chief ally in Congress  
• House Speaker John Boehner 
• Senate Minority Leader Mitch 

McConnell  
• House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi  
• Rep. Paul Ryan, Chairman of the 

House Budget Committee 
 
 

KEY PLAYERS IN DEFICIT REDUCTION – PART 1 



 
  
 

 

WORKING TOGETHER ON DEBT REDUCTION 
I’m not wedded to every detail of my plan. I am 
open to compromise. I am committed to solving 
our fiscal challenges. But, I refuse to accept any 

approach that is not balanced.  

President Obama   
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/president-obama; http://boehner.house.gov/biography/ 
http://www.reid.senate.gov/about/index.cfm; http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Biography 

Let's rise above the dysfunction, and do 
the right thing together for our country in 

a bipartisan way.   

Speaker of the House John Boehner 
 

I'm going to do everything in my power to be conciliatory. 
I want to work together, but I want everyone to also 

understand, you cannot push us around. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid  
 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 

To the extent [Obama] wants to move to the political 
center, which is where the work gets done in a divided 

government, we’ll be there to meet him half way. 



KEY PLAYERS IN DEFICIT REDUCTION – PART 2 

Labor Unions and Liberal Groups 
  

Americans for Tax Reform 
 

Super PACs 
 

Business Community 
 

Fix the Debt Campaign 



PRESIDENT OBAMA’S 2ND TERM PRIORITY ISSUES 

Fiscal cliff 

Jobs and Growth 

Climate Change 

Immigration 

Peaceful foreign 
policy with a 
strong military 

Education 

 



LEGISLATIVE TIMING 

Fiscal tightening: Goal is year-end 

President’s fiscal year 2014 budget 

First half fiscal year 2013 WIC funding 

Resolve second half 2013 WIC funding 

House & Senate take 2014 budget 
action 

Fiscal year 2014 WIC funding 

 



http://www.weareultraviolet.org/ 

 
 
 

Women Voters Hold Steady 
55 % voted for President Obama, about 

the same as 2008. 
 

 http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/11/07/us 
/politics/obamas-diverse-base-of-support.html 

 

 
 

WOMEN SUPPORTERS 



NWA NATIONAL POLL RESULTS 



NWA NATIONAL POLL RESULTS 



NEW CONGRESSIONAL WOMEN 

Total of 101 Women in Congress.  



NWA NATIONAL POLL RESULTS - MESSAGING 



It’s essential to establish WIC’s Value Proposition 
• Clearly describe WIC clinics services 
• Describe how WIC services add value: 

Achieves Medicaid savings; 
Decreases infant mortality; 
 Improves birth outcomes and reduces low and  

very-low birthweight infants; 
 Improves overall health of women and children; 
 Increases breastfeeding rates; 
Contributes to the local economy. 

 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US? 

   Press message that WIC is  
efficient,  

effective,  
 entrepreneurial. 



ACTION STEPS YOU CAN TAKE 

1. Use NWA’s resources to identify, 
strengthen, and personalize your WIC 
value proposition  

2. Articulate WIC’s value proposition in 
your immediate and local environment 

3. Create partnerships to help promote 
WIC’s value proposition 

4. Share WIC’s value proposition with 
policymakers 
 



Resources to 
Help You 

Develop a 
Value 

Proposition 
for WIC 

Visit nwica.org  
“Advocacy Action Center” 
and “Position Papers” 
sections for more 
information on: 

 Advocacy vs. lobbying  
 National WIC statistics 
 How WIC plays a role in 
solving important  public 
health problems, like 
improving breastfeeding 
rates 

 
Visit the “Local WIC” section 
on NWA’s website to find 
state profiles with WIC-
related data for each state  

http://nwica.org/?q=advocacy/1
http://nwica.org/?q=advocacy/positionpapers


 

Questions? 
 
 

Thank You for Participating! 
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